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DETROIT CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 


Automation was the keyword at SLA's 
1955 Convention. Picture Division members who have decided that 
we are "definitely anti - automationists" may take heart from several 
points made by James E. Myers, Manager, Methods and Procedures 
Division, Burroughs Corporation, who spoke to the full Convention, on 
"Automation - What It Is and What It Isn't". Two conditions, he felt, 
lead to automation in industry: one is where work is arduous, dan- 
gerous or unpleasant; the other is when work is standardized and the 
volume is great. 

We may reply that librarianship is not an industry, and although 
the work is often arduous, it is hardly ever dangerous and rarely 
unpleasant. Although the volume is great, the work is never stand- 
ardized, except in certain technical operations. And then there was 
Mr. Myers' concluding sentence, "The overall requirement for people 
who have skill and can think, as no machine ever can, has been 
increased and will continue to increase." 


In addition to the Division luncheon and annual business meeting 
Picture Division scheduled three special events for members attending 
the Convention. The first was an address by Pat Smith, Head of the 

Photographic Department of 
NEGATIVES: PICTURES AT GM General Motors Corp., who 

described the administration 
of a file of two million photographic negatives covering the firm's 
history in the automobile industry since its inception. Mr. Smith 
emphasized the limitations of the activity as far as archival research 
is concerned because of the ever-present need for meeting deadlines. 
An administrative difficulty peculiar to the company is the refusal to 
permit weeding of the files or retirement of less current material to 
a separate series. 

The organization operates with the use of negatives alone; it is 
not a picture library. As it does not possess a print file,successful 
operation depends upon the skill of the employees in reading negative 
materials. Negatives are numbered in series and so filed. One 
envelope may contain as many as 12 negatives. Trade secrecy restric- 
tions are all-important. Copyright questions do not arise as it is 
forbidden to accept negatives unless made by the Department staff or 
by photographers hired for specific assignments. 

There is a staff of ten photographers, one file clerk, one cross- 
file clerk, 17 darkroom laboratory men, Mr. Smith and an assistant at 
the administrative level. The photographs are created primarily for 
the use of General Motors. Publicity photographs play a costly but 
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CONVENTION, GENERAL MOTORS continued 

small part in the regular programs. Indexing is done by two specially 
trained girls, so important to the organization that the use of the 
files is severely crippled when either one is absent. Each negative 
is indexed under all possible subjects. The files are used as a 
service agency for advertising studios and newspapers. This Photo- 
graphic Department is not in competition with outside photographers 
and the speaker stated that local photographers frequently receive 

GM assignments. 

The technical aspects of taking shots were also discussed. As an 
example Mr. Smith mentioned that for ‘some specific shots of cars for 
advertising purposes, 450 lamps were used and that the light was 
diffused through a plastic tent to produce the proper lighting; this 
was set up in a motion picture studio. In the case of color shots, 
because of the elaborate preparations (sometimes 575 flash bulbs are 
set up), four cameras are used to assure success and to prevent the 
necessity of re-taking the subject which in most cases is the dream 
car of the future. 

Throughout, Mr. Smith illustrated his talk with slides. In the 
question and answer period, Mr. Smith discussed problems of storage 
and servicing of nitrocellulose film, and gave his opinion on the 
practicability of index dividers in film storage. He was asked to 
defend the “actual cost" in the light of the amount charged for 
glossy prints. He was chided for solving the problem of captioning 
by furnishing no captions at all. He was asked what happens when an 
employee because she works only with negatives, releases a wrong 
picture or selects one that is unacceptable to a "front office" person; 
and how he maintained smooth working relations between the desk and the 
darkroom personnel in the handling of rush work or crises. In reply to 
questioning Mr. Smith enlarged upon the technical operations of pre- 
paring photomontages. 


- based on notes made during this 
talk by Josephine Cobb and Dan Alchuk. 


CITY HISTORY IN PHOTOGRAPHS 
BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION® 

The second special program featured 
Mrs. Elleine H. Stones, Chief of the Burton Historical Collection, 
Detroit Public Library. She introduced her paper by stating that she 
is not an expert on pictures but an administrator of a collection of 
Americana in a large public library. The Burton material was described 
briefly in PICTURESCOPE V. II p. 11; a detailed presentation by 
Mrs. Stones follows: 


"In collecting the library which he gave to the City of Detroit in 
1914, the late Clarence Monroe Burton was intensely interested in 
acquiring photographs connected with Detroit, pictures of old buildings, 
of street corners, of parades, assemblies and other groups, of boats, 
Indians, of large sets of negatives, the remainders of photographic 
studios, etc. To the thousands he gathered, the Collection has added 
other thousands by purchase, gift, and loan for reproduction. These 
are filed under personal names or under the various subjects covered 
by the book collection, i.e., Detroit, Michigan, The Old Northwest, Upper 
Canada,Great Lakes,Boats, Indians,and under subdivisions of these subjects. 
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CONVENTION 
BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION continued 

"A continuing project of having large prints made from old 
negatives, by a local expert, has added some splendid material. Even 
old ambrotypes have been copied with good results. 

"Advertisers are among the largest groups using Burton's pictures, 
and a more complete dating of items would make better and quicker 
service possible. The subject is often the approach but many firms want 
advertising that will show Detroit at a certain date. Often the best we 
can do is to supply a picture of Detroit about the time. 

"The Detroit Historical Society has no library, and depends upon 
the Burton Collection for its research, which is done partly by the 
Curators and partly by the Burton staff. As a fair exchange the 
Society transfers to the Library books and manuscripts which it receives 
as gifts. 

"Although the Collection's materials normally do not circulate, 
nothing is refused the Historical Society. Pictures and other items 
are borrowed constantly. Also, the Collection keeps two large cases 
at the museum filled, changing exhibits every two months. Photographs 
of the exhibitions are ordered as soon as they are set up, and in 
addition to serving as a record, these provide ideas for future 
exhibitions elsewhere. 

"One of the most unusual demands made upon the Collection was for 
photographs of burlesque queens. A banker had bought old bricks when 
a famous burlesque theater was destroyed, to build a study onto his 
house, and conceived the idea of decorating it with such pictures. 
Strangely enough, from a collection of scrapbooks of an early photo- 
grapher who specialized in theatrical personalities, he was able to get 
just what he wanted. 

"Next to advertisers, the largest group of users of historical 
pictures in the Burton Collection is ~ade up of authors, both of books 
and periodical articles. Seldom a week passes without requests from 
out-of-town authors for illustrations or for ideas for end papers and 
chapter headings. 


"No picture in the Collection has been used so mich as the 'View 
of Detroit, July 25, 1794,' a water color found in a shop in Plymouth, 
England by Lady Nancy Astor in 1923, and sent by her as a gift to the 
citizens of Detroit. The painter has not been identified, but he is 
believed to have been a British Army officer. The p@ture is a water- 
front scene showing the stockade of old Fort Pontchartrain, the 
government wharf, and a scene of great activity on the Detroit River. 


"A large collection of post cards provides material on many 
Michigan localities. One group of these is the work of a noted firn, 
The Detroit Publishing Company, no longer in existence, but because 
of the high excellencedf its work, presently the subject of research 
by several collectors, one of whom, J. R. Burdick of Syracuse, N.Y., 
has written a history of the company. 

"Photographs of early citizens in Detroit are photographed for 
us at the studio of the Detroit Institute of Art's photographer, 
providing us with a considerable group of useful material. A large 
number of portraits by Lewis T. and Percy Ives at the Prismatic Club 
constitutes one order. Many of the negatives of this portrait file 
were lent to the Frick Art Reference Library in New York in return for 
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CONVENTION 
BURTON HISTORICAL COLLECTION continued 
valuable help which it supplies to us, from time to time. 

NHEKHKK the matter of credits for a picture is important. Shall 
it be ‘Courtesy of the Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit 
Public Library' as is preferred, or a shorter form leaving out the 
Detroit Public Library? Photographers often want credit. Shall there 
be a line ‘Photograph by so and so'? These are valid considerations. 
In the case of a recent subscription history every picture supplied by 
the Burton Historical Collection had under it 'Courtesy of the Michigan 
Historical Commission'! 

"One difficulty is to persuade a borrower of a reproduction of a 
painting to obtain permission to reproduce from the owner of the 
original work of art, and to give proper credit. It would help if the 
type of painting or the original. were indicated." 

Several of the most important pictures in the Collection were 
described and Mrs. Stones invited the group to visit the Reading Room 
of the Collection to see special subject displays and files. Among the 
displays was an attractive exhibit on an 8 x 4 foot board prepared by a 
curator on the staff of the Historical Museum and based on pictures from 
the Burton Collection. It was entitled "Vanished French Houses." 


JAM HANDY A third Picture Division program was a tour of the 

Jam Handy Organization. Attended by 35, the tour was 
conducted by Gerry Sullivan of Jam Handy. We saw the activities 
concerned with the production of film slides for schools and animated 
movies made from still photographs. We visited the library, the still 
picture files, the laboratory for still picture processing, and the 
graphic arts section. The big surprise for all of us came as we were 
about to leave. We found a full-scale model of a circus was exhibited 
in a special showroom for us. Then we were treated to ice-cold Coca Cola, 
and as we sipped our drinks, we were photographed by the candid camera 
that makes prints immediately. Most of us did not know when the pictures 
were taken and were startled when each of us received two pictures of 
ourselves. 

The Jam Hendy Organization was much larger than many of us had 
realized and it is geared to mass production at top speed with emphasis 
on happy working conditions, fraternization, and streamlined procedures. 
No amount of questioning would induce our guide to commit himself on 
how much it costs to produce even the simplest film strip, but he was 
convinced that Jam Handy could do the job cheaper than anyone else - 
and better. 

- Josephine Cobb 


CATALOGING PRINTS 

& PHOTOGRAPHS On June 14th, fifteen members attended a workshop 
discussion of the twenty-two page tentative Library 

of Congress Rules for Cataloging Prints and Photographs. The discussion 

brought out that the Rules were not designed to aid in finding pictures 

but to provide for cataloging them in such a way as to permit them to 

be handled as books are. 

Two of the catalogers taking part in the workshop preferred that 
the title be used as the main entry; a photo-librarian recommended the 
use of the title of the picture-story. Except in cataloging works of 
art, the author entry was not favored, and it was conceded that photo- 
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graps of works of art should be considered as copies of the original 
and not as photographs per se. One cataloger objected to the great 
amount of detail given in the examples of cards for a single picture 
as it was in opposition to the present trend toward eliminating details 
in book cataloging. Size, unless very small or very large, was thought 
to be a detail that could be omitted. Some however found the descrip- 
tion not sufficiently detailed in the case of fine prints; nor is there 
a provision in the Rules for all graphic mediums. Book catalogers felt 
that the Rules were so acceptable to the library world as to be 
unnecessary, as the experienced cataloger could handle pictures or 
photographs without such specific instruction; others favored fuller 
definition of terms and more variety in the examples shown. 

While praising the perfection of the draft the group agreed that 
work on subject headings for pictures is a more pressing problem than 
rules for cataloging then. 

- J.C. 


ANNUAL BUSINESS The meeting which followed the Division luncheon at 

MEETING the Park-Shelton Hotel, was called to order by 
Josephine Cobb, Chairman. Twenty-two members of Picture Division were 
present. Miss Cobb read her annual report and gave an informal report 
on the status of the Guide to Still Pictures in the District of Columbia. 
The floor was opened to discussion of the problem of publishing the 
Washington Guide. It was suggested that the Division outline its need 
as to format to the Association's Non-Serial Publications Committee and 
investigate the possibility of their publishing this Guide. Miss Cobb 
appointed Joseph Freson of the Washington Group to serve as a committee 
of one to do this. In order to free herself to work on the completion 
of the Guide Miss Cobb delegated to Betty Hale, Vice-Chairman, many of 
the duties of Division Chairmanship for the ensuing year. 

The 1956 Convention to be held in Pittsburgh was discussed and a 
motion made and carried that a meeting be held at the Convention for 
the discussion of picture custody problems, particularly those of 
classification and copyright. Miss Cobb suggested that two papers be 
prepared anddelivered on these subjects. Miss Cobb also is to get in 
touch with the SLA Convention Chairman, Ken Fagerbaugh of Pittsburgh, 
about plans for next year's Convention. Mrs. Alice P. Hook of Cincinnati 
will serve as Picture Division's Convention Chairman. 

Accounts of the Washington and New York Groups' activities were 
read and Mrs. Elsie Phillips Heyl gave additional sidelights on the 
Washington meetings. 

Mrs. Helen Faye, Treasurer, reported a balance of $135.13 in the 
treasury. Several suggestions for using the money for the improvement 
of PICTURESCOPE were made but it was decided to take no action until a 
larger sum was available. 

Miss Cobb read the names of those appointed to the Fditorial Board 
of PICTURESCOPE. The possibility of accepting advertisements in 
PICTURESCOPE was discussed. Natalie Kosek of LIFE brought out the 
problems of guaranteed circulation and regular publication dates as 
deterrents. The matter was referred to the new Editorial Board for 
exploration. The possibility of obtaining contributions from indus- 
trial firms for financing this newsletter was also discussed. 
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CONVENT ION 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING continued 

The membership report, read in the absence of James Edmonds, 
Membership Chairman, showed 143 members as of June 1955. 


- Helen Faye 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Our convention report would not be complete without thanks to 
Wayne Hartwell, Division Convention Chairman, and the members of his 
committee, Eleanor J. Potter and Dan Alchuk. 


GROUP PLANS New York: A joint meeting with the Geography and Map 

group and the Newspaper group on November 7 at the Cities 
Service Company headquarters will feature supper, a guest speaker, and 
a tour of the firm's public relations library. The other three meetings 
will be a series of symposia on methods of selection, classification, 
and handling of pictorial materials. 

Washington plans three regular evening meetings, two luncheons, a 
theatre gathering, and one joint meeting with another group. Of special 
interest will be a meeting at the Walter Reed Medical Center to visit the 
new building of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. Herbert C.Kluge 
will be host for this tour of the Institute's Medical Illustrations 
Library, laboratories, and television studios. 


We see that: Photographer Todd Webb is walking to California along 
routes taken by Forty Niners. Except for a folding boat 
built on an early model that awaited him when he reached the Ohio, the 
whole camera-in-hand expedition will be on foot. Backed by a Guggenheim 
Fellowship and material help from LIFE, he hopes to reach the Coast within 
two years of his start. As a preliminary he pored over contemporary 
diaries in The New York Public Library Manuscript Division and enjoyed 
the cooperation and encouragement extended by many of our members on the 
staffs of the Museum of the City of New York, the New-York Historical 
Society and the N.Y.Public Library : : : Romana Javitz is the author of 
"Pictures from Abacus to Zodiac" in The Story of Our Time; Encyclopedia 
Year Book, 1955, published by The Grolier Society, Inc., and the 
Richards Co., Inc. N.Y. p.334-335. This is the first article on picture 
collections to appear in an encyclopedia and is a brief survey of *he 
history of the subject: : : Columbia University Press has issued Catalogue 
of Color Reproductions of Paintings, 1860-1955. This UNESCO publication 
has English, French and Spanish texts. Price $3.50 : : : In July UNESCO 
published a supplementary volume to its important International Directory 
of Photographic Archives of Works of Art, which appeared in 1950. The 
latter was reviewed in PICTURESCOPE V. I #2 p.5. The Supplement includes 
information from 24 countries not previously described : : : Lydia H. 
Wentworth, Librarian, School of Fine Arts, Yale University, is among 
those thanked for assisting the editors of the latest volume of James 
Boswell's journals, Boswell On the Grand Tour: Italy, Corsica, and France, 
1765-1766, McGraw-Hill, 1955. On p.229 of this volume Boswell contributes 
a note on pictorial documentation. Of the never—to-—be-completed Scots 
English Dictionary for which he was gathering notes, he writes: "I also 
thought that in my Scots Dictionary it might not be amiss to give little 
cuts of particular words as guaich, luggie." Drawings of these vessels 








a. 
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GROUP-BLANS continued 


appear in the manuscript following each word and they are reproduced in 
the printed journal : : : A revised "Selected List of Portraits of 
Prominent Indians in the Collections of the Bureau of American Ethnology" 
may be obtained from Mrs. Margaret Blaker, Smithsonian Institute, 
Washington 25, D.C.: : : Two members of Picture Division have received 
appointment to SLA national committees, Franziska Gay Schacht is serving 
as a member of the Committee on Organization Structure for 1955-56. 
Romana Javitz is now a member of the Editorial Committeefor Special 
Libraries : : : Herbert C.Kluge calls to our attention Morris C.Leikind's 
article "Army Medical Museum and Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in 
Historical Perspective" which appeared in Scientific Monthly 79:71-8, 
Aug. 1954 : : : A picture collection that includes about 1500 photographs 
of streetcars and streetcar installations in Wayne County, Michigan 
belongs to Thomas J.Dworman, 951 Whitmore Road, Detroit 3, Michigan : : : 


From the Editor By Executive Board resolution the Publications Committee 

of SLA will study the relation of Division and Chapter 
Bulletins to Special Libraries. The study will be directed by Dr.Jesse H. 
Shera, Dean, Western Reserve University School of Library Science. 
PICTURESCOPE has been asked to solicit opinions of its readers on this 
problem. Comments may be sent to the Editor or to lorraine Ciboch, 
Division Liaison Officer, c/o American Can Co., Research and Development 
Center Library,Barrington,Il11.: : : Eleanor Mason, Art Department, Fnoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md., wants to know what experience picture 
librarians and others have had with the new plastic adhesives. A resume 
of replies will be passed along to readers of this bulletin in a future 
issue : : : The Detroit Public Library has sent in a number of back issues 
of PICTURESCOPE. These are still in demand, expecially by institutions 
that are new subscribers and wish to complete their files. If you can 
spare any back issues, please send them along : : : The deadline for our 
next issue will be November 25th. 

- M.H.B. 


PICTURE DIVISION OFFICERS AND CHAIRMAN: 1955-56 


Chairman: Josephine Cobb, Chief, Still Pictures Sect.Nat'l Archives, Wash. 
Vice-Chairman: Betty Hale, Photo-Lib'rn.,Socony-Vacuum Co.,Inc.,N.Y.,N.Y. 
Secy-Treas: Mrs.Helen Faye, Pict.Ed.,Textbook Dept.,Harcourt,Brace & Co.,N.Y. 
Archivist: Viola Gusdanovic,Picture Collection,N.Y.Public Library 
Membership Chairman: James Edmonds,Res.Ed.,Info.Serv.,Grolier Society,N.Y. 
Projects Chairman: Romana Javitz,Supt. Picture Collection,N.Y.Public Lib. 
Nominating Chairman: Herbert C.Kluge,Lib'rn.,Medical Illustrations Service, 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington 
Convention Chairman: Mrs.Alice P. Hook,Lib'rn.,Historical and Philosophical 
Soc.of Ohio,Cinn. ;Representative: Jeannette Shirk,Fine Arts Lib'rn., 
University of Pittsburgh. 


New York Group 


Chairman: Mrs. Helen Faye, Harcourt, Brace and Co. 

Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Margaret P. Nolan, Supervisor, Lending Collection, 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Secy: Celestine Gilligan, Art Librarian, Young & Rubicam, Inc. 
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Washington Group 


Chairman: Joseph Freson, Lib'rn.,School of Architecture,Catholic University 
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Marian R. McNaughton, Curator of Historical Properties, 
Office of the Chief of Military History, Department of the Army 

Secy-Treasurer: Joe Doan Thomas, Still Pictures Sect. National Archives 


PICTURESCOPE: Itttééd quarterly as the Newsletter of the Picture Division 
of the SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION, 31 East 10th St., New York 3, N.Y. 
Annual subscription: Division members, $1.00; non-members, $2.00 


EDITORIAL BOARD: Editor: Minna H. Breuer; Associate Editors: Romana Javitz, 
Franziska G. Schacht, Ida M. Cohen; Circulation Manager: 
Helen Faye; Regional reporters: N.Y.: William J. Sloan; 
Baltimore: Mrs. E.P. Heyl; West Coast: Irene Simpson; 
Ohio: Mrs. Alice P. Hook; Chicago: Mrs. Doris E.Saunders; 
Canada: Dan Alchuk. 


Address communications to the Editor: Mrs. Minna H. Breuer, 2 Williams Court, 


Albany 3, N.Y. For subscription information write to Mrs. Helen Faye, 
c/o Harcourt, Brace & Co., 383 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 


LAST MINUTE NEWS! 





S. L. A. Convention 
June 3 - 7, 1956, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
William Penn Hotel 
Preliminary General Program as Announced by Convention Chairman 
Sunday evening Buffet supper, 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
Monday morning SLA official opening session 
Tuesday evening SLA advisory council and executive board meeting 
Wednesday evening Banquet 
Thursday morning SLA annual business meeting 
Preliminary PICTURE DIVISION program 
Joint meeting with the Museum Division at the Henry Clay Frick Fine Arts 


Department, University of Pittsburgh. 


Informal group session for discussion based on questions proposed by the members. 


Speaker from the Copyright Division of the Library of Congress (may be in con- 
junction with another division) 


Division luncheon and business meeting. 








